^j^MI^J^L^ID 


iT'ljt  igirtllittit  «f  (Cjttist's  Eniugs. 


mm 


)<m.w 


<^>* 


PREACHED  IN  THE  FIRST   CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH, 


POUGHKEEPSIE,    N.    Y. 


AT  THE  FUNEIIAL  OF 


MRS.    LAVINA    STORM, 


Wednesday,    March    9th,   1853, 


BY     L.    F.    WALDO, 

Pastor  of  said  Church. 


POUGHKEEPSIE : 

PRINTED  BY  PLATT  &  SCHRAM,  310  MAIN  STREET. 

185  3, 


REV.  L.  F.  WALDO  :: 

Dear  Sir: — The  undersigned  desire' to  express  to  you'  our  thanks  for  your 
interesting  and  instructive  discourse  at  the  funeral  of  our  beloved  and  lamented 
mother,  and  respectfully  solicit  a  copy  fof  publication.  Other  friends  unite  with  us 
in  the  request.  Yours  truly, 

Poughkeepsie,  March  15th,  1853. 

JEROMUS  WILTSIE, 
ABRAHAM  WILTSIE, 
JOHN  R.  WILTSIE. 

To  Messrs.  JEROMUS,  ABRAHAM,  and  JOHN  R.  WILTSIE : 

Dear  Brethren  :■ — The  following  discourse  was  prepared  in  haste,  as  such 
sermons  must  usually  be;  and  with  no  idea  of  its  publication.  Yet,  in  compliance 
with  your  request,  it  is  cheerfully  submitted  to  your  disposal,  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  impart  consolation  to  the  friends  of  the  departed,  and  lead  them  evermore  to 
trust  in  Him  who  "  hath  done  all  things  well." 

Affectionately  Yours, 

L.  F.  WALDO. 
Pougqkeepsie,  March  J  9th,  1853. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Congregational  Library  of  the  American  Congregational  Association 


http://www.archive.org/details/excellenceofchriOOwald 


SERMON. 


Mark  7:  37.     "He  hath  done  all  things  well." 


Soon  after  the  commencement  of  my  ministry  among  this  people, 
these  words  were  repeated  in  my  hearing,  by  our  aged  friend  and 
Mother,  whose  funeral  service  we  attend  this  afternoon,  as  an  ex- 
pression of  her  strong  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  her 
Saviour;  and  with  such  atone  and  emphasis  as  to  fix  them  indelibly 
upon  my  heart.  1  have  never  met  her  since  without  recalling  the 
words,  and  the  manner  of  their  utterance  ;  and  I  have  thought  that  I 
could  not,  perhaps,  select  a  more  appropriate  passage  from  which  to 
address  you  on  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  appropriate  as  an  expression  of  the  exalted  excellence  and 
perfection  of  the  works  of  Christ,  as  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the 
Universe ; — as  the  self-existent  and  Eternal  God. 

It  is  appropriate  as  an  expression  of  His  wisdom  and  goodness  in 
the  fulfilment  of  his  mediatorial  mission,  and  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  work  of  redemption. 

It  is  appropriate  as  illustrating  the  believer's  confidence  in  Christ, 
and  the  joy  and  peace  which  he  experiences  in  trusting  in  Him. 

It  is  appropriate  in  its  application  to  His  dealings  with  our  de- 
parted mother  ;  both  in  her  life,  and  in  her  death. 

And  it  is  appropriate  as  an  expression  of  the  feelings  which  you 
should  cherish  towards  Christ,  who  are  afflicted  by  this  dispensation 
of  Providence ;  and  of  the  faith  which  it  is  your  privilege,  and  your 
duty  to  exercise  in  Him. 

Blessed  are  they  who   can  look;  at  Christ  in  all  his  relations,  and 


in  all  his  dealings  with  them,  and  say  from  the  heart,  "  He  hath  done 
all  things  well  f" 

Let  us  contemplate  the  application  of  our  text  in  each  of  the  as- 
pects already  designated. 

I.  In  the  accomplishment  of  His  work  as  the  Creator  and  Governor 
of  the  Universe,  it  may  be  said, ^emphatically,  of  Christ,  that  "  He 
hath  done  all  things  well."  The  Christian  loves  to  look  upon  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  not  only  as  the  incarnate  Messiah,  but  as  the  self- 
.existent  and  eternal  God.  To  him  the  Divinity  of  Christ  is  as 
precious  as  his  Humanity ;  for  he  feels  that  none  but  a  Divine 
Saviour  could  meet  the  deep  necessities  of  his  fallen  state,  or  make 
adequate  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  He  believes  that  He 
who  was  the  "  babe  of  Bethlehem,"  and  the  "  man  of  Calvary,"  is 
also  "  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,"  the  "  King  of  kings," 
"the  Lord,  the  .{Creator  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth;"  that  He  is 
the  God  of  Creation  and  Providence,  as  well  as  the  "  author  and 
finisher  "  of  the  work  of  Redemption  ;  that  "  all  things  were  made  by 
Him,  and  without  Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was  made."  So 
it  was  said  of  the  primitive  Christians  that  they  were  wont  to  assem.- 
ble  for  the  worship  of  Christ,  and  to  sing  hymns  "  to  Christ,  as  to 
Gcd."  And  so  have  the  Churches  delighted  to  regard  and  to  wor- 
ship their  Saviour,  in  every  age  of  the  Christian  dispensation. 

Now,  looking  at  Christ  in  these  glorious  manifestations  of  his 
character,  we  may  exclaim,  with  earnest  emphasis,  "  He  hath  done 
all  things  well."  In  goodness  he  has  created  the  earth;  in  wisdom 
he  hath  framed  the  heavens.  His  excellence  is  manifest  in  all  the 
arrangements  of  his  providence,  and  in  all  the  works  of  his  hands. 
<;  The  heavens  declare  his  glory,  and  the  firmament  showeth  his  handy 
work,  Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto  night  sheweth 
knowledge  of  Him."  In  the  creation  and  arrangement  of  the  heav- 
enly bodies;  in  their  admirable  adjustment  and  harmony;  in  their 
glorious  majesty  and  transcendent  beauty;  in  their  wise  and  perfect 
adaptation  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  created  ;  in  the 
fitting  up  of  this  earth  to  be  the  dwelling  place  of  rational  intelli- 
gences ;  in  the  ordering  of  its  motions,  and  the  alternation  of  its 
times  and  seasons  ;  in  the  rich  variety  and  abundance  of  its  produc- 


tions;  in   the   creation  of  man  in  His  own   bright  image;  in  the 

noble  faculties  and  endowments  with  which  He  has  blessed  him  ;   in 

all  that  pertains  to  the  constitution  of  our  nature  and  the  laws  of  our 

being  ;   in  the  provision  which   he  has  made   for  our   physical  and 

spiritual  wants  ;   in  his  providential  government,  and  his  tender  care 

over  even  the  least  of  his  creatures  ;  in  his  holy  and  righteous  law, 

with  its  pure  precepts  and  solemn  and  impressive  sanctions ;   in  the 

provisions  made  for  our  happiness  ;  in  his  perpetual  presence  with 

us,  and  in  his  kind  and  gracious  dealings  with  our  souls;   in  these, 

and  in  numberless  other  exhibitions  of  his  wisdom  and  goodness,  are 

illustrations  of  the  truth  that  "  He  hath  done  all  things  well." 

His  dealings  may   sometimes   be   involved  in   mystery,   and  his 

judgments  may  be  a  mighty  deep.     He  may  enwrap  himself  in  the 

robes  of  his  majesty,   and  hide  Him  in  his  secret  pavilion.     Yet  the 

tokens  of  his   wisdom   and  goodness   continually  surround  us ;   and, 

while 

"  Blind  unbelief  is  sure  to  err, 
And  scan  His  'work  ~m  vain," 

faith  looks  up  to  Him,  with  holy  confidence,  exclaiming,  "  Even  so, 
Lord  Jesus,  for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  thy  sight."  "  Thou  hast  done 
all  things  well." 

II.  It  may  appropriately  be  said  of  Christ,  in  the  fulfilment  of  his 
mediatorial  mission,  that  "  He  hath  done  all  things  well."  It  was 
with  reference  to  a  part  of  this  work  that  the  words  were  originally 
spoken.  The  Saviour  had  just  performed  a  series  of  the  most  stu- 
pendous miracles,  in  the  presence  of  his  disciples,  and  of  the  multi- 
tudes who  attended  on  his  ministry.  He  had  rebuked  the  burning 
fever,  and  cooled  the  brow  of  the  sufferer  with  his  soothing  touch. 
He  had  cleansed  the  polluted  leper,  and  restored  him  to  health  and 
soundness,  by  the  word  of  his  power.  He  had  healed  the  palsied  ; 
he  had  given  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  speech  to  the  dumb ;  he  had 
restored  sight  to  the  blind ;  he  had  healed  the  withered  hand ;  he 
had  cast  out  devils  from  those  that  were  possessed  of  them  ;  he  had 
rebuked  the  stormy  winds  and  noisy  waves,  saying,  "  Peace  be  still,*' 
"  and  there  was  a  great  calm;"  he  had  raised  the  dead  to  life  ;  and  he 
had   miraculously  fed  the  assembled   thousands  who  attended   upon 


his  instructions.  Along  the  pathway  of  his  earthly  ministrations,  he 
had  scattered  blessings  with  an  unsparing  hand.  The  wilderness 
and  the  solitary  place  were  made  glad  by  his  presence,  and  the 
desert  rejoiced  and  .blossomed  as  the  rose.  He  had  caused  the  lame 
man  to  "  leap  as  an  hart,"  and  "  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  "  to  "sing." 
Eager  thousands  crowded  about  him,  to  listen  to  his  gracious  instruc- 
tions, and  to  experience  his  healing  power.  "  And  he  charged  them 
ihat  they  .should  tell  no  man  :  but  the  more  he  charged  them,  so  much 
the  more,  a  great  deal,  they  published  it ;  And  were  beyond  measure 
astonished,  saying,  He  hath  done  all  things  well;  he  maketh 
both  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the  dumb  to  speak.1' 

Now,  that  which  was  said,  and  truly  said,  of  the  miracles  of 
Christ,  lis  true  of  all  that  pertains  to  the  work  of  redemption.  It  is 
all  well  and  wisely  done.  It  was  well  that  he  had  thoughts  of 
mercy  to  our  apostate  race.  It  was  well  .that  he  took  upon  himself 
our  nature.;  ,that  he  might  share  the  sympathies,  and  endure  the 
sorrows,  and  know  all  the  experience  of  humanity.  It  was 
well  that  he  was  of  obscure  parentage  and  humble  origin  ; 
that  he  might  identify  himself  with  the  poorest  and  the  lowest  of 
God's  suffering  creatures,  and  show  that  he  came  "  to  seek  and  to 
save  the  lost."  It  was  well  that,  in  his  childhood,  he  honored  and 
exalted  the  social  relations  of  life,  by  becoming  subject  to  his 
parents,  as  an  affectionate  and  dutiful  son.  It  was  well  that  he  he-  » 
.dewed  the  pathway  of  life  with  the  tear-drops  of  mercy,  and  per* 
formed  his  wondrous  miracles  of  healing  upon  the  bodies,  as  well  as 
the  souls  of  men.  it  was  well  that  he  "took  our  infirmities  and  bore 
«our  sicknesses  ;';  that  he  "endured  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sor- 
rows;" that  he  "  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions  and  bruised 
for  our  iniquities  ;"  that  he  endured  shame  and  reproach ;  that  he 
suffered  mocking  and  buffeting;  that  he  "  became  obedient  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross;"  that  we,  sinners,  might  live. 
In  his  pure  and  spotless  example;  in  the  excellence  of  his  doctrines, 
and  the  beneficence  of  his  God-like  deeds  ;  in  the  abundance  of  his 
mercy,  and  in  the  richness  and  freeness  of  his  grace ;  in  his  arduous 
labors ;  in  his  patient  endurance  of  trial ;  in  his  meekness  and  gen- 
tleness of  spirit ;  in  his  precious  instructions  and  tender  consols- 


tions;   in  the  amplitude  and  efficiency  of  his  Atonement,  and  in  the 
purchased  gifts  of  his  Holy  Spirit  ;   "he  doeth  all  tilings  well." 

And  how  beautifully  is  this  perfection  of  Christ's  work  as  a 
Saviour  illustrated  in  the  experience  of  each  individual  Christian. 
Has  he  not  "  done  all  things  well  "  in  your  behalf?  How  wonderful 
his  long  suffering  and  forbearance,  exercised  towards  you  !  How 
he  has  called  alter  you  in  j'our  wanderings,  and  brought  you  back 
to  himself.  How  he  has  spoken  pardon  and  peace  to  your  troubled 
■soul.  How  he  has  restored  you  when  fainting;  cheered  you  when 
desponding;  strengthened  you  when  weak;  comforted  you  when 
afflicted  ;  delivered  you  when  tempted  ;  guided  you  by  his  counsel  ; 
.and  sustained  you  by  his  grace.  In  the  rich  provisions  of  his  gos- 
pel, you  have  a  remedy  for  every  evil  ;  a  joy  for  every  sorrow  ; 
and  a  balm  for  every  wound.  And  when  the  work  of  Christ  shall 
have  been  fully  accomplished,  in  behalf  of  all  his  people,  and  they 
shall  all  be  gathered  around  his  throne  in  glory,  then,  in  the  grand 
consummation  of  that  stupendous  plan,  shall  be  seen  and  felt  the 
full  import  of  the  declaration  of  our  text,  "  he  hath  done  all  things 
well..'"  And  throughout  the  ceaseless,  countless  ages  of  eternity,  as 
its  wondrous  results  shall  be  progressively  unfolded,  shall  the  re- 
deemed of  the  Lord  still  exclaim,  with  ever-growing  rapture, 
"  Glory  to  the  Lamb,  forever ;  'for  he  hath  done  all  things  well.1  " 

III.  The  language  of  our  text  is  appropriate,  as  expressive  of  the 
believer' 's  confidence  in  Christ;  and  of  the  joy  and  peace  which  he 
experiences  in  trusting  in  Him.  It  is  not  the  language  of  unbelief, 
but  of  faith  ;  not  of  despondency,  but  of  hope  ;  not  of  faint-hearted - 
ness  and  timidity,  but  of  holy  courage  and  heroic  constancy  ;  not  of 
disaffection  and  distrust,  but  of  filial  affection  and  confiding  love.  It 
is  the  spontaneous  expression  of  faith  in  Christ,  based  upon  our 
observation  and  experience  of  his  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness.  It 
was  in  this  spirit,  inspired  by  the  miracles  of  Christ,  that  it  was  first 
spoken  by  those  who  were  the  spectators  of  his  wonder-working 
power.  It  was  the  simple  confidence  of  the  heart,  finding  expres- 
sion in  the  presence  of  his  beneficent  deeds. 

This  was  the  faith  that  nerved  the  heart  of  Daniel,   when   he 
scorned  the  mandate  of  the  impious  king,  and  "  with  his  window  open 
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towards  Jerusalem,  prayed  and  gave  thanks  to  God,  as  afore'ime  ;*' 
and  that  dwelt  in  the  bosom  of  the  three  noble  worthies,  when  they 
refused  to  bow  to  the  king's  golden  image,  and  walked,  unhurt, 
amid  the  fiery  flame.  It  was  this  spirit  that  dwelt  in  the  heart  of  the 
afflicted  Job,  when  he  exclaimed,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth, 
and  that  he  shall  stand  in  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth.  And  though, 
after  my  skin,  worms  shall  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I 
see  God  .;" — that  attuned  the  harp  of  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel,  as  he 
sung,  "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  shall  not  want ;  He  maketh  me 
to  lie  down  in  green  pastures,  he  leadeth  me  beside  the  ^till  waters. 
He  restoreth  my  soul,  He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness, 
for'his  name's  sake  ;" — that  enabled  the  Prophet  to  say,  with  calm 
and  holy  confidence,  "  Although  the  fig  tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither 
shall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labor  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the 
fields  shall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold, 
and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stalls  :  Yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the 
Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation  :" — and  that  led  Paul  to 
exclaim,  in  the  midst  of  bitter  persecution,  and  in  view  of  approach- 
ing martyrdom,  "  I  am  not  ashamed,  for  I  know  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved, and  am  persuaded  that,  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  unto  him,  against  that  day.  I  have  fought  the  good  fight, 
I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith ;  henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness  which  the  Lord  the 
righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  in  that  day."  It  has  imparted  joy 
and  peace  to  the  soul  of  many  an  humble  saint,  amid  life's  changes 
and  trials;  and  has  inspired  the  courage  of  the  long  line  of  confes- 
sors and  martyrs,  as  they  ascended  from  the  baptism  of  fire  to  their 
home  in  the  skies. 

It  was  in  the  same  spirit  of  faith  that  these  words  were  spoken  by 
the  Mother  in  Israel,  who  has  now  departed  from  us.  It  was.  the 
expression  of  her  abiding  confidence  in  Christ;  in  view  of  her  own 
experience  of  his  wisdom  and  goodness.  "  I  can  truly  say,  He  has 
done  all  things  well." 

Blessed  experience !  Beautiful  illustration  of  the  peace-giving 
power  of  faith  !  How  it  strengthens  the  soul  for  the  conflict  of  life, 
and   nerves  it  for  the  endurance   of  its  trials  !     How  it  sustains  the 
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sinking  spirit  amid  suffering  and  affliction,  and  blesses  it  with  the 
calm  serenity  of  perpetual  peace!  When  the  heart  can  repose 
with  holy  confidence  upon  the  bosom  of  its  Saviour,  and,  amid  light 
and  darkness,  strength  and  weakness,  joy  and  sorrow,  at  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances  of  life,  exclaim,  ((  He  hath  done  all 
things  well." 

"  In  each  event  of  life,  how  clear 

Thy  ruling  hand  I  see  ! 
Each  blessing  to  my  soul  most  dear, 

Because  conferred  by  thee ! 

In  every  joy  that  crowns  my  days, 

In  every  pain  I  bear, 
My  heart  shall  find  delight  in  praise, 

Or  seek  relief  in  prayer. 

When  gladness  wings  my  favored  hour, 

Thy  love  my  thoughts  shall  fill ; 
Resigned  when  storms  of  sorrow  lower, 

My  soul  shall  meet  thy  will. 

My  lifted  eye,  without  a  tear, 

The  gathering  storm  shall  see ; 
My  steadfast  heart  shall  know  no  fear, 

That  heart  will  rest  on  thee." 

IV..  Our  text  is  appropriate  as  an  expression  of  the  dealings  of 
Christ  with  our  departed  Mother  and  friend,  both,  in  her  life  and  in 
her  death.  Her  Christian  experience  affords  us  one  of  its  brightest 
illustrations.  With  her,  and  for  her,  "  he  hath  done  all  things  well." 
Mrs.  Lavina  Storm  was  the  daughter  of  Jeromus  and  Hetty 
Rapelye,  of  Newtown,  L.  I. ;  a  lineal  descendent  of  the  pious  and 
persecuted  Huguenots.  She  was  born  on  the  first  day  of  February, 
1785  ;  and  was,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  her  decease,  a  little  more 
than  sixty  eight  years  old.  She  removed  to  Hopewell,  in  this 
County,  while  yet  a  young  woman  ;  where  she  was  united  in  marriage 
•  to  her  first  husband,  Mr.  John  C.  Wiltsie,  the  26th  of  August, 
1806;  with  whom  she  lived,  in  sweet  and  happy  union,  until  the 
time  of  his  decease,  a  period  of  about  fourteen  years  ;  and  by  whom 
she  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  still  survive  her, 
but  one  has  fallen  asleep.  Oh,  what  a  joyful  meeting  that  must 
have  been,  the  night  before  last,  between  that  sainted  mother,  and 
her  long  since  glorified   daugbter  !       How  they  rejoice  together  in 
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the  glorious  presence  of  their  Saviour  ;  aDci  join  in  the  glad  anthems 
of  the  ransomed  hosts  on  high,  to  the  praise  of  Him  who  "  hath  done 
all  things  well." 

On  the  first  of  May,  1838,  the  deceased  was  united  in  marriage 
with  her  second  husband,  Col.  John  Storm.  But  in  less  than  two 
years  she  was  again  left  to  widowhood  ;  being  called  to  follow  him 
also  to  the  grave.  Since  his  decease,  she  has  resided,  nearly  all  the 
time,  with  her  children,  in  this  Village. 

About  the  age  of  27  years,  Mrs.  Storm  was  led  to  make  a  public 
profession  of  her  faith  in  Christ  She  united  with  the  R.  D.  Church 
at  Hopewell,  in  company  with  thirty  six  others,  during  a  precious 
revival  of  religion,  under  the  faithful  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
DeWitt.  She  has  been  a  professor  of  religion,  and  a  true  and  faith- 
ful follower  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  a  period  of  more  than  forty 
years.  Few.  we  believe,  have  been  more  uniformly  upright  and 
consistent,  in  their  Christian  profession. 

During  the  last  year  of  her  life,  as  she  felt  the  infirmities  of  age 
coming  upon  her,  she  has  repeatedly  expressed  the  wish  that,  if  it 
might  be  the  Lord's  will,  she  might  soon  be  translated  to  her  heaven- 
ly home  ;  yet  always  in  the  spirit  of  submission  to  her  heavenly 
Father,  and  with  a  declared  willingness  to  wait  all  the  days  of  her 
appointed  time,  until  her  change  should  come.  Last  Friday  morn- 
ing, when  summoned  to  her  dying  bed,  I  expressed  to  her  the  hope 
that,  should  this  be  her  last  sickness,  she  was  prepared  for  her 
change.  :<  Oh  yes,"  she  replied,  "  if it  is  the  Lord1  s  ivill  to  take  me, 
I  am  ready  to  go,  I  am  ready  to  go.  His  will  be  done."  It  was  his 
will  to  take  her  to  himself,  and,  by  a  comparatively  short  and  easy 
passage,  to  convey  her  spirit  to  the  land  of  the  blessed,  "where  the 
wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  where  the  weary  are  at  rest." 
She  lingered  until  about  eight  o'clock,  on  Monday  evening,  the  last 
day  apparently  in  an  unconscious  state,  when  she  calmly  fell  asleep 
in  Jesus,  to  awake  to  new  life  and  vigor  in  the  resurrection  morn. 

"  So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away  ; 
So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er ; 
So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day  ; 
So  dies  a  wave  along:  the  shore." 
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How  beautifully  does  her  experience  illustrate  the  words  of  our 
text.  How  wise  and  beneficent  have  been  the  Saviour's  dealings 
with  her.  He  has  mercifully  preserved  her  through  a  long  and 
eventful  life,  until  she  had  almost  reached  the  period  of  three  score 
years  and  ten.  He  watched  over  her  in  infancy  and  childhood  ; 
guarded  her  amid  the  snares  and  temptations  that  beset  the  pathway 
of  youth;  called  after  when  wandering  in  the  paths  of  sin  ;  and 
brought  her,  in  early  life,  to  a  saving  knowledge  of  himself.  He 
has  permitted  her  to  care  for  her  children  until  they  had  all  reached 
the  age  of  maturity  ;  to  share,  in  return,  their  filial  affection  and 
tender  regard  ;  to  see  them  pleasantly  and  comfortably  provided  for, 
in  the  things  of  the  present  life  ;  and,  what  is  far  better  than  all,  to 
see  each  one  of  them  a  professor  of  their  mother's  faith,  and  to 
behold  them  following  her  in  the  same  pathway  to  heaven.  He  has 
imparted  to  her  grace,  day  by  day,  to  honor  her  Saviour,  to  adorn 
her  Christian  profession,  to  conquer  all  her  spiritual  enemies,  and  to 
illustrate  the  saving  efficacy  of  the  grace  of  Christ,  and  the  inestima- 
ble worth  of  a  hope  in  Him,  during  a  Christian  pilgrimage  of  more 
than  forty  years.  He  has  graciously  sustained  and  comforted  her, 
amid  all  life's  trials  and  afflictions,  while  she  has  been  twice  bereav- 
ed of  the  companion  of  her  life,  and  called  to  follow  the  earthly 
remains  of  a  beloved  daughter  to  an  early  grave.  And  now,  in  her 
old  age,  he  has  granted  her  the  desire  of  her  heart,  sustaining  her 
spirit  amid  the  conflicts  of  dissolving  nature,  making  her  passage 
brief  to  the  spirit  land,  and  permitting  her  to  breathe  her  life  out 
calmly  and  serenely  upon  the  bosom  of  her  Redeemer,  and  to  pass 
away  with  scarcely  a  struggle  or  a  groan.  And,  oh,  if  she  could 
speak  to  you,  to-day,  from  amid  the  congratulations  and  rejoicings 
of  that  holy,  heavenly  welcome,  where  the  assurance  of  faith  is 
changed  to  the  assurance  of  vision,  would  she  not  repeat  the  express- 
ion, with  new  and  more  impressive  emphasis,  as  she  gazes  upon  the 
glory  of  her  exalted  Saviour,  "  He  hath  done  all  things  well?" 

V.  Our  text  is  an  appropriate  expression  of  the  spirit  which  yov. 
should  cherish  towards  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  are  afflicted  by 
this  dispensation  of  his  Providence  ;  and  of  the  faith  which  it  is  your 
privilege  and  your  duty  to  exercise  in  Him.     Christ's  sympathy 
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with  the  afflicted  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  in  his  char- 
acter,  and  one  which  the  Christian  loves  to  contemplate.  We  love 
to  look  upon  him  in  his  incarnation  and  humiliation  ;  to  know  him 
as  a  sympathising  and  suffering  Saviour  ;  to  regard  him  as  "  a  man 
of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief ;"  to  feci  that  he  ."  took  our 
infirmities  and  bore  our  sicknesses;"  that  he  "  was  made,  in  all 
things,  like  unto  his  brethren,  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and 
faithful  High  Priest  in  thiags  pertaining  to  God ;"  and  that 
"forasmuch  as  he  hath  suffered,  being  tempted,  he  is  also  able  to 
succor  them  that  are  tempted."  It  is  this  view  of  our  Saviour,  in 
connexion  with  his  Divine  character,  this  union  of  Humanity  with 
Divinity,  that  constitutes  his  perfection  as  a  Saviour,  and  leads  us 
to  the  exercise  of  affectionate  confidence  in  Him. 

But,  that  you  may  exercise  this  confidence  and  cherish  this  spirit, 
you  have  need  to  cultivate  a  firm  belief  both  in  the  Humanity  and 
in  the  Divinity  of  Christ.  You  have  need  to  know  him  as  an  incar- 
nate and  suffering  Redeemer;  and  as  an'  ever-present  and  an 
almighty  Saviour.  He  must  be  to  you  "the  chief  among  ten  thous- 
and, and  the  one  altogether  lovely  ;"  you  must  have  faith  in  Christ ; 
— faith  in  his  Humanity,  faith  in  his  Divinity,  faith  in  his  wisdom, 
power,  and  goodness ;  faith  in  his  character,  faith  in  his  attributes, 
faith  in  his  Providence  ;  a  calm  and  sweet  submission  to  his  will ; 
a  spirit  of  filial  trust,  and  holy  confidence  in  Christ,  that  shall  remain 
constant  and  abiding  amid  all  life's  changes  and  trials. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  beloved  friends,  that  you  cultivate  and  cherish 
this  spirit.  It  shall  comfort  you  in  your  deep  sorrow  ;  it  shall 
sustain  you  in  your  bereavement.  It  shall  impart  to  you  light  in 
darkness ;  joy  in  sorrow ;  hope  in  despondency ;  and  peace  in  the 
midst  of  affliction.  It  shall  give  strength  to  the  troubled  spirit,  for 
all  the  conflicts  and  trials  of  your  earthly  pilgrimage  ;  and  bless 
you  with  the  calm  serenity  of  perpetual  peace.  It  shall  arm  you 
with  holy  courage,  andibrtify  you  with  invincible  strength,  for  your 
conflict  with  the  last  great  enemy ;  it  shall  plume  the  wings  of  your 
faith  and  hope,  for  your  upward  flight  to  glory  ;  and  shall  enable 
you  to  shout,  with  the  holy  apostle,  "O  death,  where  is  thy  sting ; 
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O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  !     Thanksbe    unto  God,  who  giveth 
us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ !" 

I  know  that  you  are  deeply  afflicted  ;  that  there  is  ho  love  like  a 
mother's  love,  and  no  loss  like  a  mother's  loss.  Yet  remember  that 
her's  was  the  Christian's  death  ;  and  that  your  loss  is  her  unspeak- 
able gain.  Cherish  the  same  faith  that  supported  her  in  affliction  ; 
and  let  your  hearts  respond,  to-day,  to  the  sentiment  that  she  uttered, 
"He  hath  clone  all  things  loell." 

Your  mother  "  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth ;"  "  not  lost,  but  gone 
before"  to  that  bright  world  where  you  may  all  soon  be  re-united,  a 
glorified  family,  before  the  throne  in  Heaven.  "  For  if  we  believe 
that  Jesus  died  and  rose  again,  then  them  also  that  sleep  in  Jesus 
shall  God  bring  with  Him."  "  And  I  heard  a  great  voice  from 
Heaven,  saying  unto  me,  write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the 
Lord  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  from  henceforth,  for  they  rest  from  their 
labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them."  "  Wherefore  comfort  one 
another  with  these  words." 

And  let  us  all  be  admonished  to  cherish  the  faith  and  the  hope  of 
our  departed  sister ;  to  do  with  our  might  what  our  hands  find  to  do  ; 
to  have  "  our  loins  girt  about,  and  our  lamps  trimmed  and  burning  ;" 
and  to  be  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man.  Death  cometh 
alike  to  all ;  and,  sooner  or  later,  we  must  all  die.  "  Yes, 

"  As  the  long  train 
Of  ages  glides  away,  the  sons  of  men, 
The  youth  in  life's  green  spring,  and  he  who  goes 
In  the  full  strength  of  years,  matron,  and  maid, 
And  the  sweet  babe,  and  the  gray -headed  man, — 
Shall  one  by  one  be  gathered  to  thy  side, 
By  those,  who  in  their  turn  shall  follow  them." 

To  the  new-born  infant,  upon  whose  vision  the  light  of  earth  hath 
scarcely  yet  dawned  ;  to  the  prattling  babe,  reposing  fondly  upon 
the  mother's  breast ;  to  the  frolicksome  child,  instinct  with  life  and 
exulting  in  the  bounding  energies  of  its  being  ;  to  the  hopeful  youth, 
eager  for  enjoyment,  and  sportive  as  the  laughing  sunshine  ;  to  the 
bride  at  the  marriage  altar,  and  to  the  parent  surrounded  with  the 
fond  endearments  of  home  ;  to  the  rich  and  the  poor ;  to  the  high 
and  the  low  :  to  the  saint  and  the  sinner  ;  to  the  evil  and   the  good  ; 
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to  the  aged,  the  middle  aged,  and  the  young;  to  the  cottager,  and 
the  dweller  in  palaces;  to  the  peasant,  and  to  the  king  on  the 
throne  ;  to  men  of  every  age,  of  every  station,  and  of  every  clime  ; 
to  one  and  to  all,  conies  the  message  of  death.  "  Therefore,  be  ye 
also  ready,  for  in  such  an  hour  as-  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man 
cometh." 

"  So  live,  that  when  thy  summons  comes  to  join 
The  innumerable  caravan,  that  moves 
To  that  mysterious  realm,  where  each  shall  take 
His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 
Thou  go  not  like- the  quarry-slave  at  night, 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but,  sustained  and  soothed' 
By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  thy  grave, 
Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 
Yea, 

"  So  live,  that  when  the  mighty  caravan 
Which  halts  one  night  time  in  the  Vale  of  Death, 
Shall  strike  its  white  tents  for  the  morning  march, 
Thou  shalt  mount  onward  to  the  Eternal  Hills, 
Thy  foot  umvearied,  and  thy  strength  renewed 
Like  the  strong  Eagle's,  for  the  upward  flight." 

And  may  God  grant  us  all  grace  thus  to  live,  thus  to  die,  and  thus 
to  awake  in  the  resurrection  morn ;  to  rejoice  forever  in  the  pres- 
ence of  our  Saviour,   and  to  sing  the  praises  of  Him  who  "  hath 

DONE  ALL  THINGS  WELL." 


